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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The examiner suggests the 
following title: "Image capturing device sending image to processing server that 
attaches GPS and other location information". 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-7, & 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hanninen et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication # 2004/0203842 A1), in view 
of Hamada et al. (U.S. Patent # 6,314,296 B1). 
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4. Regarding claims 1 , & 12, Hanninen et al. discloses and shows an image 
processing server (Fig. 1, element 150 (secure server), Abstract, Hanninen teaches a • 
server where information is gathered and compiled with location data), comprising: 

a. A specifier that specifies a position of a mobile communication device 
based on information from a base station representing a communication region 
(Paragraphs [0008], [0021]-[0022], & [0031]-[0032], Hanninen teaches the 
different types of positioning arrangements used either by a network, which is 
composed of base stations, or the mobile device), after the image processing 
server receives image data sensed by the mobile communication device having 
an image sensor (Fig. 1, element 110 & 120, paragraph [0017], & [0031]-[0032], 
Hanninen teaches that the image sensor can be either external or integrated to 
the mobile device); Hanninen discloses the server combines the position data 
and image data for delivery to a user, i.e. police, (paragraphs [0031]-[0032]) 
however does not disclose, 

b. An adder that adds position information indicative of the specified position 
to the image data as attribute information of the image data; however, Hamada et 
al. teaches adding information indicative of the specified position of image data 
attribute information of the image data (Fig 3 & 4; col. 3 lines: 54-67, col. 4 lines: 
1-13 & col. 5 lines: 1-25, Hamada teaches and shows the location where the 
images were taken from and other information concerning location of the images 
added to the display as shown). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made modify the teachings of Hanninen et al. to include the 
position to the image indicative of the specified position to the image data as 
attribute information of the image data as taught by Hamada et al. for the 
purposes of other users charting a course from current location to the location 
that the image displays through location means provided by network service (col. 
2, lines: 15-28). 

5. Regarding claims 5 & 16, Hanninen et al. discloses and shows an image 
processing server (Fig. 1, element 150 (secure server), Abstract, Hanninen teaches a 
server where information is gathered and compiled with location data), comprising: 
a. A specifier that specifies position information of a mobile communication 
device based on information from a base station representing a communication 
region (Paragraphs [0008], [0021]-[0022], & [0031]-[0032], Hanninen teaches the 
different types of positioning arrangements used either by a network, which is 
composed of base stations, or the mobile device), after the image processing 
server receives image data sensed by the mobile communication device having 
an image sensor (Fig. 1, element 110 & 120, paragraph [0017], & [0031]-[0032], 
Hanninen teaches that the image sensor can be either external or integrated to 
the mobile device); Hanninen discloses the server combines the position data 
and image data for delivery to a user, i.e. police, (paragraphs [0031]-[0032]) 
however does not disclose, 
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b. An adder that adds position information indicative of the specified position 
to the image data as attribute information of the image data; however, Hamada et 
al. teaches adding information indicative of the specified position of image data 
attribute information of the image data (Fig 3 & 4; col. 3 lines: 54-67, col. 4 lines: 
1-13 & col. 5 lines: 1-25, Hamada teaches and shows the location where the 
images were taken from and other information concerning location of the images 
added to the display as shown). 

6. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made modify the teachings of Hanninen et al. to include the position 
to the image indicative of the specified position to the image data as attribute 
information of the image data as taught by Hamada et al. for the purposes of other 
users charting a course from current location to the location that the image displays 
through location means provided by network service (col. 2, lines: 15-28). 

7. Consider claims 2 & 13, and as applied to claims 1 & 12 respectively above, 
Hanninen et al. discloses and shows wherein the specifier that specifies the position of 
the mobile communication device based on the position information of the base station, 
the base station being used in transmitting the image data (Fig. 1, paragraph [0021]; 
Hanninen teaches the image data information being sent to the nearest base station of 
a network); and the adder that adds global positioning system (GPS) information of the 
base station to the image data (Paragraphs [0020]-[0021], Hanninen teaches including 
the GPS data with the image that is sent to the base station), based on a database 
storing the other position information of the base station and the GPS information 
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associated with the other position information (Fig. 1, Paragraphs [0020]-[0022], 
teaches the storing of information to the mobile phone; also, as seen on the figure, the 
information is transferred to the secure server). 

8. Consider claims 3, 6, 14, & 17, and as applied to claims 1 , 5, 12, & 16 
respectively above, Hanninen et al. discloses and shows wherein the position 
information includes at least one of global positioning system (GPS) information, 
address information and a place name (Paragraph [0020], Hanninen teaches at least 
GPS information). 

9. Consider claims 4, 7, 15, & 18, and as applied to claims 1, 5, 12, & 16 
respectively above, Hanninen et al. discloses and shows wherein the position 
information except that it includes a base station number of the base station, however, 
Hamada et al. teaches the limitation of including a base station number of the base 
station (Fig. 1, 3, & 14, Hamada teaches the display of base station number, i.e. CS 1, 
CS 2, etcetera). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hanninen et al. to include 
position information that includes a base station number of the base station as taught by 
Hamada et al. for the purpose of determining position where it cannot be reached by 
radio waves from a satellite for GPS functions (col. 1 line: 67; col. 2 lines: 1-3). 

10. Claims 8, 9, 19, & 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hanninen et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication # 2004/0203842 A1), in view 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,439 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2683 

of Hamada et al. (U.S. Patent # 6,314,296 B1), and further in view of Toyomura et al. 
(U.S. Patent Application Publication # 2002/01 16575 A1). 

11. Consider claim 8, 19, 9, & 20, and as applied to claims 1, 5, & 16 above, the 
combination of Hanninen et al. & Hamada et al. does discloses wherein the adder adds 
the position information, except that it does not disclose adding the position information 
to an exchangeable information file (Exit) tag of the image data; however, Toyomura et 
al. discloses Exif to process information (i.e. GPS location) to an image (Paragraphs 
[0016], [0059], [0189] & [0190]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hanninen et al. & Hamada 
et al. to include adding the position information to an exchangeable information file 
(Exif) tag of the image data as taught by Toyomura et al. for the purposes of 
downloading and organizing in files according to information displayed on image 
(Paragraphs [0018]-[0019]). 

12. Claims 10 & 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hanninen et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication # 2004/0203842 A1), in view of 
Hamada et al. (U.S. Patent # 6,314,296 B1), and further in view of ITO (U.S. Patent 
Application Publication # 2003/0076428 A1). 

1 3. Consider claims 1 0 & 1 1 , and as applied to claims 8 & 9 respectively above, the 
combination of Hanninen et al. and Hamada et al. disclose and show further comprising: 

The image data received from the mobile communication device with an Exif tag. 
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However, Hanninen et al. & Hamada et al. do not teach an adder that adds the 
Exit tag to the image data that does not include the Exit tag; however, ITO discloses an 
adder that adds the Exit tag to the image data that does not include the Exit tag (Fig. 1 
elements 9 through element 7; Paragraph [0025], ITO teaches the use of formatting 
conversion means to images that do not have Exif tags and are processed to have such 
tags). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hanninen et al. & Hamada 
et al. to include an adder that adds the Exif tag to the image data that does not include 
the Exif tag as taught by ITO for the purposes of making it feasible to provide the same 
service for all the users irrespective of what time of image data they have (Paragraph 
[0031]). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following is a list of prior art considered: 

• Toyama (U.S. Patent Application Publication # 2004/01 92343 A1 ), 
"System and method for location annotation employing time 
synchronization". 

• Hull et al. (U.S. Patent # 5,806,005), "Wireless image transfer from a 
digital still video camera to a networked computer". 
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• Fraccaroli (U.S. Patent # 6,748,223 B2), "Apparatus and associated 
method, for providing a digital image generated at a mobile station to an 
assistance center". 

• Kikkawa (U.S. Patent Application Publication # 2005/0009562 A1), 
"Portable terminal apparatus, control method therefor, and recording 
medium which records control program". 

• Suino (U.S. Patent Application Publication # 2003/0218781 A1), "Image 
input apparatus, image processing apparatus, image processing method, 
image processing program and storage medium storing the image 
processing program". 

• Wilcock et al. (U.S. Patent # 6,741 ,864 B2), "Associating image and 
location data". 

• Ota (U.S. Patent # 6,437,797 B1), "Image reproducing method and image 
data managing method". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Diego Herrera whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0907. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30AM-3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William G. Trost can be reached on (571) 272-7872. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



